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Wangard Investment Consulting, a Midwest-based investment firm, and Federation of American Consumers and Travelers (FACT) announce a new arrangement which makes group-priced retirement plan programs available to self-employed FACT members. 

FACT is a national not-for-profit consumer group which currently serves over one million members directly or through affiliated associations. FACT members currently receive group benefits and services through major corporations such as Golden Rule Insurance, UnitedHealth Allies, and Select Benefits. 

With this new arrangement, members can now establish selected retirement plan programs offered by OppenheimerFunds Distributor, Inc., and Pioneer Funds Distributor, Inc., with pricing normally associated with larger corporate retirement plans. There will be no front-end or back-end sales charges. 

These are low-fee programs with the primary focus on Individual 401k plans and qualified plan rollover options. Jean Wangard, CFA and Executive Vice President of Retirement Services for Wangard Investment Consulting, states, “We are honored to be offering this level of direct pricing to consumers, providing further incentives for individuals and independent business owners to save for retirement.” 

FACT members are able to leverage national purchasing power to gain the benefit of preferred mutual fund pricing, while still receiving individualized advisor support. 

Vicki Rolens, Managing Director of FACT, offers, “We are very careful in introducing any new benefit program ... we do our best to insure that our members will receive pricing and service they can not get on their own. We chose to enter this new arrangement because we sincerely believe that it offers a true value to our members. Other considerations were the caliber of the investment management firms involved, and the experience Wangard Investment Consulting has in working on a national scale. FACT does not receive any compensation from this program ... it was chosen solely on its own merits.” 

Retirement planning for small businesses and the self-employed is an area of specialization for Wangard Investment Consulting, currently the advisor for nearly 1,000 individual 401k plans as well as other retirement plan programs. “The Individual 401k is an exciting plan for independent employers and small businesses,” notes Wangard, “and it is, in my opinion, completely underutilized. We have worked with these plans since they came to light with the recent tax law changes. Our experience allows us to help self-employed individuals and small business owners effectively use this easy, low cost program for their retirement. When the Individual 401k is not right, it is then that we look toward full-service 401(k) plans, IRAs and other programs for a fit.” 

This group-priced program is only selectively offered by OppenheimerFunds and Pioneer Funds. Consumers can gain easy access to the program at www.NationalK.com. Those who are not already members of FACT may join on-line at www.USAFact.org. 
-----------------------------------------

Mutual funds are sold by prospectus.  Please consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses carefully before investing.  The prospectus, which contains this and other information, can be obtained by calling your financial advisor.  Read it carefully before you invest.

Wachovia Securities Financial Network is not a legal or tax advisor.  Investment products and services are offered through Wachovia Securities Financial Network, LLC (WSF), member NASD/SIPC.  Wangard Investment Consulting is a separate entity from WSFN.  (10/06)
