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FRENCH PASTE TO OPEN AT THE SHAW THEATRE, LONDON

French Paste is coming to London’s Shaw Theatre in July 2008 in association with the London Pride Festival.  Written by Richard Gallagher, it is a hilarious and touching celebration of human relationships and how far society has moved since the late eighties.

1987 was the year Margaret Thatcher won her third election; it was the year when Britain was battered by freak storms; it was the year when the gay community were first threatened with what became Section 28 ... and it was the year Tom Markham met the woman he'd been impersonating since the night he met Stephen.  

Stephen does politics; Tom does drag.  Tom loves Over the Rainbow; Stephen keeps warning about the next cyclone.  If it weren't for Tom's friend, Pam, the couple would never have stayed together.  When Tom’s idol, Geraldine Clarke, comes into their lives they have to take a long, hard look at who they really are.  Tom isn't to know that Geraldine has her own problems and, yes, the next cyclone is due.

Cast includes:

Michael Fish:  BBC TV weatherman who was famously, but incorrectly, blamed for failing to predict the hurricanes of 1987.  French Paste opens with the recreation of that particular weather forecast delivered by Michael himself.

Samantha Hughes:  Theatre credits most recently include Menopause The Musical (Shaw Theatre), Gentle Hook, Present Laughter and Table Manners, as well as leading roles as ‘Sheila’ in A Chorus Line and ‘Mrs Lyons’ in Bill Kenwright’s production of Blood Brothers in both the West End and Toronto.

Simon Rawlings:  Recent theatre credits include Herr Flick in ‘Allo ‘Allo (UK No 1 Tour), Don’t Dress For Dinner (West End and UK No 1 Tour), Whose Life Is It Anyway? (UK No 1 Tour).  Simon was also assistant director for the UK tour of Carousel
Dieter Thomas: In 2007, Dieter recently played Tom in the only other production of French Paste to be staged in London.  Theatre credits most recently include Thoroughly Modern Millie, Songs For A New World, Dolly West’s Kitchen.

Sue Vincent:  TV credits include Casualty, If … William and Mary, Mayo, Coronation Street and The Amazing Mrs Pritchard.
Writer Richard Gallagher also directs this production.  He is the author of nine other plays including How to Dispose of a Human Corpse, based on the Dennis Nilsen killings and Tiptoe Through the Tombstones, about the life of Dorothy Parker.  His short story, Mother's Day, was filmed by Yorkshire Television and starred Kathy Staff He has also worked as a theatre journalist for the Greater Manchester Theatre Magazine and is the author of I’ll Be Watching You and When Kids Kill (Virgin Books – ‘True Crime’).

French Paste was originally staged at the Green Room, Manchester in 1991 and was nominated for a Manchester Evening News ‘Best New Play’ award.  Former EastEnder Michael Cashman MEP, who played ‘Stephen’ in that original cast, feels that staging French Paste now is important so that we can look back and see how far our society has come.  “Aside from being a very funny and entertaining piece, French Paste serves as a marker of how far we have come and a warning against slipping back.  It is also salutary to remember that many young gay people of today have little sense of their own history.  Written in the great heyday of the gay liberation movement, this play asks them to reflect on how change was achieved by ordinary people who had to do extraordinary things.”
For further information, images, interview requests and press tickets, please contact Shaun Critten at shaun.critten@theatrespot.co.uk or telephone 07841 649 428.

Run sheet
French Paste by Richard Gallagher



The Shaw Theatre, 100-110 Euston Road, London, NW1 2AJ (nearest tube Kings Cross)
Tuesday 1st to Saturday 5th July 2008 – 20:00hrs (matinees on Thursday 3rd and Saturday 5th at 16:00hrs)
Additional performance on Friday 4th July 2008 at 16:00hrs with all proceeds in aid of the DEC Burma Cyclone Appeal

Tickets priced from £20 to £30 available only from The Shaw Theatre Box Office on 
0870 033 2600 or online at www.theshawtheatre.com

Cast 

Michael Fish, Samantha Hughes, Simon Rawlings, Dieter Thomas, Sue Vincent
www.theatrespot.co.uk/fp.htm


Previous reviews have included the following:

"This play is so funny it's some time before you realise it has something serious to say about human relationships. … [The script] brought several spontaneous bursts of applause as well as well as lots of laughter. "

Manchester Evening News
“The characters are real and complex and their situation is tangled with tragi-comic drama… Gallagher finds corkscrewing new twists to the theme of confused sexual identity which it would be thoroughly spoilsport to reveal here.”

The Guardian
“ … very funny barbs … a thoughtful and touching domestic drama, which intelligently highlights the search for stability and identity in a world where desires habitually exceed achievements.”

North West Times

About Theatrespot Productions Limited (www.theatrespot.co.uk)

Theatrespot is an exciting and vibrant theatre production company that is committed to producing quality theatre that it believes audiences should be exposed to, including, but not limited to, new works, existing works that are not always commercially accessible and work it feels would benefit from a fresh interpretation.

Theatrespot was set up in 2007.  Its debut season presented Jason Robert Brown’s challenging song cycle Songs For A New World that was previewed at The Venue, Leicester Square and was subsequently staged to critical acclaim at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.  More recently Theatrespot produced the first Breath Of Life concert, in aid of the British Lung Foundation, their nominated charity for 2008.

About the London Pride (www.pridelondon.org)

Pride London is now in its fourth year as a registered charity.  The organisation is run by volunteers whose aim it is to produce a highly professional Pride Festival and an annual Pride Day through central London, a rally in Trafalgar Square and free entertainment in and around Soho.  Its mission is also to raise awareness for the LGBT community – tackling issues including bullying, discrimination and homophobic abuse while promoting equality, acceptance and visibility.  

Patrons include: Sir Elton John, Rhona Cameron, Stephen Fry, Michael Cashman MEP, Clare Summerskill, Sir Ian McKellen, Lord Chris Smith, Zoe Lyons, Peter Tatchell, Mz Fontaine and Lord Waheed Ali.

Almost half a million people took part in the 2007 celebrations.  In 2008, the London Pride festival will run over two weeks from 20th June to 5th July, incorporating hundreds of events – taking in visual arts, theatre and comedy in and around the capital, culminating in the ever growing Pride Parade, rally and Soho street party on 5th July.
